inscriptions have been found damaged thereafter and the Kaifiyaishelpin the proper study of these
inscriptions. The Department of Archaeology has therefore taken up the publication of these Kaifiyats.
The Kaifiyat on Srisailam is the first in the series of Temple Kaifiyats under publication by the Arch-
aeology Department.

While a note of caution is always necessary while using this material for research purposes, one has
to admit that Col. Mackenzie has done invaluable service to the cause of history in South India by getting
these records collected and compiled.

ITie Srisailam Kaifiyat studied in this publication by the author was recorded by one Dariyapti
Narayana Rao in Telugu language in the year 1810 (one hundred and seventy one years ago) recording
the traditional information available and also on the basis of the readable inscriptions in the temple, The
Kaifiyat a gist of which is given in English also, gives very valuable information icgardmg the political
and socio-economic conditions of the people m Srisaila parvata area in particular and is thus of great
value,

Nothing much is known about the scribe who obviously must be one of the pandits employed by
Col. Mackenzie. He has described himself as a Mutassadi of Major Colin Macken/ie Sahcb. Mutasaddi
means a clerk, scribe or accountant and it is obvious that Narayana Rao was a writer or scribe who worked
for CoL Mackenzie.

It is also interesting to note from a paper published by Col. Mackenzie on the Si isailam Parvata
that he was perhaps the first foreigner to have had darshan of the Loi d of Srisaila. ft is interesting to note
that the priests of those days gave him a vision of the Lingam of Srisailam by arranging reflecting mirrors
and showmg him the reflection of a Lmga of Snsaila Malhkarjuna (on 14th and 13th of March, 1794).

A brief history of Srisailam Temple

A brief history of the Srisailam temple based on inscriptions available is given below : -

Srisailam is a celebrated hill town in Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh famous for sahite temple
for Lord Mallikarjuna. The Presiding deity in the temple is Sri Mallikarjuna and the Lord's consort
is Sri Bramarambika devL The temple is one of the well known dwadasa jyolhirlmga temples of the
country; similarly the shrine for Sri Bramarambikadevi is equally famous as otie of the ashtadasa
mahasakti pithams, Sankaracharya has worshipped this Lord in his famous dwadasa jyothjrlinga s
and also in the famous 50tb sloka of Sivanandalahan which reads as follows :

^    The punning on the word 'bhramara* indicating that MatUkarjuna, of Sngiri is the 'Lord ,of
Bhtamatambika and also Lord of 'bhramaras' is worth noting.